Welsh Orienteering Championships

Eligibility and Guidelines

Introduction

The document has been produced to provide guidance to the hosting club of the Welsh Orienteering Championships.

The Welsh Orienteering Championships are hosted annually. Welsh Champions are declared for all British Orienteering Federation age classes.

1.
Eligibility

An orienteer may qualify to compete in the Welsh Orienteering Championships if he/she is a member of the Association [at the date of the Championships] AND complies with at least one of the following criteria:

· birth – either self or one parent born in Wales;

· residence – at least one year’s current permanent residence in Wales;

2.
Guidelines

2.1
Event Status

The Welsh Orienteering Championships shall be a C3 (Badge) orienteering event or higher.

2.2
Advertisement

The Welsh Orienteering Championships shall be advertised on the WOA website, BOF website and in the Y Ddraig journal.

2.3
Entry System

The hosting club shall create an entry form enabling an orienteer to indicate that he/she wishes to compete in the Welsh Orienteering Championships. It is recommended that this should be made available on the hosting club website, WOA website and Y Ddraig.

2.4 Trophies

The WOA will provide the perpetual trophies for all BOF ‘A’ and ‘L’ classes. Y Ddraig journal shall remind the previous years’ Welsh Champions to whom their trophy should be returned. At present this is Alun Jones, Woodlands, Kingswood Avenue, Penn, Bucks, HP10 8DR  Tel 01494 816946  alunandliz@tiscali.co.uk 

2.5
Mementoes

The hosting club will receive £250.00 to purchase permanent mementoes. The mementoes shall be for the 1st places in all classes (including B and S) and for the 2nd and 3rd places in all A and L classes.

To be efficient with the funds available it is recommended that the mementoes are purchased after the closing date of the event thus they are only provided for the classes for which there are Welsh competitors e.g. if there are 2 Welsh entries on the W50L course, it is not necessary to purchase 3 mementoes.

The mementoes shall be engraved with the Year of Competition, the words “Welsh Championships” (or “Champs”), Age Class and Position 1st, 2nd or 3rd (as appropriate). If medal (Gold, Silver and Bronze) mementoes are to be awarded the engraving of the position is not necessary.

The Welsh Champions are required to arrange for their trophy to be engraved. The cost of the engraving may be reclaimed from the WOA Treasurer.

2.6
Funding for the Hosting Club

The hosting club will receive £100.00 to enhance the Welsh Orienteering Championships. 

2.7 Results

The production of the Welsh Orienteering Championship results is of paramount importance. The hosting club shall produce the Championship winning results as soon as possible after the last eligible Welsh competitor has completed their course.

2.8
Display & Presentation of Trophies

The hosting club shall create an area for the presentation of the trophies and mementoes. The trophies shall be displayed on a table(s) draped with a Welsh flag. The table shall be large enough to accommodate all Trophies.

The presentation should aim to commence within 30 minutes of the last eligible Welsh competitor completing their course.

2.9
Announcement of the Welsh Orienteering Champions

The hosting club shall provide 1 person to announce the 1st, 2nd and 3rd places for each age class. The hosting club shall provide 1 person to organise the trophies and mementoes. The trophy/memento will be handed to the presenter on announcement of the winner’s name. The presenter of the awards should be the WOA Chairman or a depute of suitable standing approved by the Chairman.

2.10
Recording of Winners

The hosting club shall record the details of the winner for each age class. The winner shall complete a form indicating their name, address and telephone number. This will be forwarded on to the WOA trophy officer, presently Alun Jones.

2.11
Publication of Welsh Champions

Details of the Champions and memento winners should be forwarded electronically to the editor of Y Ddraig and to the WOA Webmaster within 5 days of the event.

Whenever possible, these should be accompanied by photographs of the prize giving and other publicity shots.

2.12
Running Up

If a competitor wishes to “run up” a class in the fairness of the competition he/she must compete on the A or L course e.g. a runner who is M40 cannot run up to the M35S, as the M35S is shorter than the M40L, he should run the M35L course.

2.13
WOA Membership

The WOA Membership secretary shall provide a current listing of WOA members to the hosting club 2 weeks prior to the date of the event. This will allow the hosting club to verifying entrants who claim as being eligible to compete in the Welsh Orienteering Championships actually satisfy the eligibility criteria.
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